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Restoring Passenger Rail Service - Sea-to-Sky Corridor
1 message

FR Jelfs <j0458@telus.net> 15 April 2024 at 20:39
To: Minister. MOTI@gov.bc.ca
Cc: Minister.Sl@gov.bc.ca

The Honourable Robert Fleming,
Minister of Transportation and Infrastructure

Dear Minister Fleming,

Over twenty years ago the Campbell Government, shortsightedly in our view, dropped BC Rail’s The Cariboo
Prospector passenger train service as a precursor to its sale of BC Rail to CN Rail. Interior communities lost a direct
and convenient connection with Vancouver.

It is time to bring back passenger rail service because of the loss of intercity bus service; increasing climate extremes
leading to wildfires, flooding and landslides severing roads and/or leading to mass evacuations; and the need to help
Interior communities grow. And passenger rail would provide an environmentally sustainable option to increasing
congestion and collision caused road closures on Highway 99. Communities like Lillooet want the rail passenger
service back (Lillooet wants passenger rail links to Whistler and beyond - Pique Newsmagazine).

We are asking you to study the benefits and costs of restoring improved passenger train service with integrated links
to BC Transit, BC Bus North, Health Connections buses, private bus operators, and VIA Rail, and operated with
modern, attractive, accessible low-environmental-footprint equipment.

We ask this evaluation to engage the Federal government to improve The Skeena passenger train beginning with fare
and schedule integration with the bus operators. In the future, a re-equipped and expanded Skeena could connect
with the new The Cariboo Prospector and intercity bus to provide faster, direct service between the Interior and
Vancouver and to the eastern Interior, Jasper and Edmonton. An overnight train from Prince Rupert would avoid the
costly, inconvenient, and ridership-discouraging hotel stay in Prince George. It would complement intercity and local
daytime bus services, providing integrated service for residents and visitors.

One of our directors, Prince Rupert resident Kathleen Palm created and is distributing this excellent schedule card
showing the different services between Prince Rupert and Prince George on the same page (pictured below). This is
the kind of integrated information that should be available to public transit riders now.

The BC Federation of Labour (https://bcfed.ca/connecting-bc) and the Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives
(https://policyalternatives.ca/connecting-bc) have produced an excellent report, Connecting BC, which calls for
passenger rail reinstatement between Vancouver and Prince George and interconnect it with a network of intercity
buses. We urge you to review and implement the report’s recommendations. Connecting BC provides a starting point
for the above requested feasibility study.

A return of rail passenger service to routes once abandoned is not unheard of in Canada. Ontario’s Progressive
Conservative government is bringing back The Northlander passenger train between Toronto, Timmins and Cochrane
(https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/en/travel/northlander-passenger-train) after a similar short-sighted
abandonment over 10 years ago. The new Northlander will feature state-of-the-art equipment.

So why not here?

Thank you for your time. Feel free to reach out to us if you have any questions or if we can be of assistance.

CC: The Honourable Dan Coulter - Minister of State for Infrastructure and Transit


https://www.piquenewsmagazine.com/local-news/district-of-lillooet-repeats-calls-for-rail-passenger-service-8405648
https://bcfed.ca/connecting-bc
https://policyalternatives.ca/connecting-bc
https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/en/travel/northlander-passenger-train

Rick Jelfs,

Secretary — Transport Action British Columbia
JO458@telus.net
https://bc.transportaction.ca/
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